[Age and type of aphasia].
According to many studies, Broca's (or non fluent) aphasic patients are younger than Wernicke's (or fluent). Different hypotheses have been proposed to explain this age difference. However, since the studies in which an age difference was observed have not controlled all the variables--such as schooling and handedness--that may have an influence on speech and language impairments following cerebral lesion, it is legitimate to ask whether or not the explanations proposed are of any relevance. Accordingly, the present study aimed to investigate the age difference between Broca's and Wernicke's aphasics while achieving better control over potentially confounding variables. The subjects (9 Broca's and 14 Wernicke's) were selected from a data base according to the following selection criteria: aphasia type, handedness, localization of lesion and etiology (first CVA). The two groups revealed to be equivalent for sex distribution and schooling; post onset time was superior to three weeks for all subjects but one. Results showed that the distribution of age between Broca's and Wernicke's group were significantly different: there was a small representation of Broca's aphasics in older subjects while Wernicke's aphasia occurred at all ages.